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BUSINESS

Smithfield’s slaughterhouse in
Vernon fined $237,537

Smithfield bought Clougherty Packing — which
owned the Farmer John facility — in January 2017.

o (LA

Activists with the animal rights network Direct Action Everywhere (DxE) hold a mock
funeral in front of the Los Angeles River near the Farmer John slaughterhouse in
Vernon to call attention to the meat processing factory’s pollution of the river, Mar. 22,
2021. (Photo by Hans Gutknecht, Los Angeles Daily News/SCNG)
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The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced a settlement today of
alleged Clean Air Act violations at the Farmer John slaughterhouse and meat-

packing facility in Vernon.

Smithfield Packaged Meats Corp. and Clougherty Packing will pay $237,537 in
civil penalties to resolve the allegations, according to the EPA. In addition, both
entities made safety improvements to the facility to ensure the protection of their

employees and the public.

“It is paramount that facilities properly manage regulated toxic substances and
comply with federal requirements to protect employees, the environment and the
local community,” EPA Pacific Southwest Regional Administrator Martha Guzman

said in a statement. “Failure to do so can result in significant penalties.”

Smithfield bought Clougherty Packing — which owned the Farmer John facility —
in January 2017. On Sept. 21, 2017, EPA conducted an inspection of the facility and
found violations of the Clean Air Act’s Risk Management Program requirements,

including:

— failure to identify hazards associated with discharge from emergency exhaust

pipes and pressure relief valves;

— failure to repair a malfunctioning ammonia sensor and replace damaged or
missing insulation, properly seal doors, protect electrical equipment, replace
corroded piping and equipment, and properly label the facility’s process and

emergency equipment; and,

— failure to maintain adequate process safety information for the facility’s alarms,

process equipment and emergency ventilation system.

In addition to Smithfield and Clougherty Packing paying the civil penalties,
Smithfield and Clougherty Packing undertook numerous safety improvements to
the facility to ensure the protection of the public and first responders from

dangerous chemicals, according to the EPA.
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From real estate to tourism, catch up on local business news with this
daily newsletter.
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City News Service

City News Service is a regional wire service covering Los

Angeles, Orange, Riverside and San Diego counties. Its reporting

and editing staff cover public safety, courts, local government

and general assignment stories. Contact the City News Service
newsroom at 310-481-0404 or news@socalnews.com.
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Joe Vinatieri: Sustainability matters when it comes to maintaining
Whittier’s trees
The ficus demand far more attention than others.

Whittier gets a new speakers series, with local education
first up

The Garcia Family Foundation — a Whittier-based nonprofit —
celebrates the inaugural launch of the Whittier Distinguished Speak...

Whittier College’s Wardman House: Why it’s a ‘jewel’ and
why it’s for sale

The local landmark represents the soul of Whittier College and of the
town itself, said alumni. But, it's time to let that go, said college ...

La Mirada hires Lucas Mealy as its new football coach

Mealy was the offensive coordinator at Orange High last season, and this will be
his first stint as a head coach.

La Mirada baseball beats Gahr to extend its league title streak to
seven in a row

A home run bv Aiden Aauavo helns | a Mirada add to its larae collection of
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